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Professional learning menu

Workshops for districts, schools, and educators — grounded in the science of
reading and language, and organized around the language domains: phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics and vocabulary, and discourse. Every session

translates research into strategies teachers can use immediately.

Sessions can be booked individually or combined into a year-long partnership.
Duration and audience below are starting points — every session is tailored to

your team.

Available online, in person, or hybrid

Four sessions are also offered as self-paced or live-online courses, with full curriculum and
resources on our website:

e Structured Language & Literacy
e Growing Readers Through Language

e Word Knowledge Is World Knowledge
e DLD & Dyslexia

50 North St, Medfield, MA 02052
info@leftsidestrongllc.com - 508-934-9286 leftsidestrongllc.com
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Structured Language & Literacy
K-5,6-8  1.5-3 HRS

A teacher-friendly path through structured literacy, with
an emphasis on language.
This workshop explores structured literacy across the full
language system — phonology, sound-symbol, morphology,
syntax, semantics and vocabulary, and discourse — so
students say it, read it, spell it, and use it to make meaning.
Educators of all subject areas and grade levels will apply
strategies specific to their content areas immediately.
PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN
e How to integrate these elements into daily

teaching practices
o How to support all learners across all tiers of instruction

DLD & Dyslexia
PREK-8  1-2HRS

The connection every educator should know.
Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) and dyslexia are
language-based neurodevelopmental conditions that often
overlap in real classrooms — yet DLD is widely under-
identified. This workshop builds awareness of both
conditions and prepares educators to screen for and
support every learner.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

e Screening, risk factors, and identification

e How DLD and dyslexia overlap — the four reader profiles,
and myths vs. facts

e Instructional strategies to support neurodiverse students
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Implementing Tiers of Instruction in the
Classroom

K-8 2-3 HRS

Curriculum Coordinators, Administrators,
Literacy Directors/Coaches.

This workshop focuses on the practical application of
implementing tiers of instruction within the classroomin a
manageable, purposeful, and sustainable way. We dive deep
into pedagogy so educators have the tools and confidence
to adapt their implementation for the learners in front

of them.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN
o Differentiation strategies across all tiers
e Small group progress monitoring

e Classroom management techniques for diverse
learning needs

Word Knowledge Is World Knowledge
K-8  2-3HRS

Vocabulary and background knowledge are the engine
of comprehension.

Once words are decoded, comprehension still depends on

meaning — vocabulary, background knowledge, and the

language that connects ideas. This workshop turns the

science of word learning and knowledge-building into daily

classroom routines, grounded in a full research base.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

e How vocabulary develops and why word knowledge
builds world knowledge

¢ How to select high-value words worth teaching, by tier

e Explicit, extended vocabulary instruction and routines
that transfer
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Building Emergent Literacy Through
Intentional Instruction

EARLY CHILDHOOD STAFF 2-3 HRS

Instructional guidance for best practice.

This interactive workshop prepares early childhood

educators to support the earliest stages of literacy

development using research-based, practical strategies.

Participants explore the key components of emergent

literacy — oral language, phonological awareness, alphabet

knowledge, and early writing.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

e How to embed literacy-rich experiences into everyday
routines and classroom environments

e Strategies to support multilingual learners and children
at risk for language delays

e Actionable tools and a clear framework for fostering
literacy in inclusive, developmentally appropriate ways

Trusted Resources

PREK-8 1.5-2.5 HRS
Sharpening educator lens as critical consumers of
reading science.

This workshop equips educators to focus on evidence-based

practice and pedagogy as critical consumers of evolving

reading science.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

o How to distinguish between scientifically based
practices and less reliable methods

¢ How to think critically about applying proven methods to
current curricula
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Progress Monitoring

K-8 1.5-2.5 HRS
Curriculum Coordinators, Administrators,
Literacy Directors/Coaches.

This workshop gives educators a deeper understanding
of progress monitoring as a critical component of
effective instruction.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

o Effective data analysis in a timely manner

e Progress monitoring through MTSS

o Assessment type, tools, and strategies to support
student growth

Research Practice Partnerships
ADMINISTRATORS, DISTRICT LEADERS

1-2 HRS

The why and how research needs to be in every classroom
— and classrooms need to be in research.

This workshop delves into the importance of research
practice partnerships as a collaborative effort to support all
learners, in which educators and experts in the field learn
from one another to address challenges.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

e The benefits of RPPs

e Current and upcoming university partnerships

e Steps to establish a partnership, and opportunities for
their district and schools
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Growing Readers Through Language
PREK-3  2-2.5 HRS

Connecting oral language development to reading
comprehension outcomes.

A live, interactive workshop for grade-level teams. All
students bring their own wealth of knowledge and culture
into the classroom, and research shows the importance of
building schema through content. This workshop uses the
most current research to show participants the what and
how of evidence-based practice in language.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

o How to explicitly teach oral language comprehension

e Strategies for multilingual learners

o Ways to integrate strategies and tools that seamlessly
work across content areas
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Growing Writers Through Speaking,
Listening, and Reading

K-5 2-3 HRS

Not another curriculum — just tools and strategies
that work.

This workshop focuses on the four language competencies
of speaking, listening, reading, and writing and their
dependence on one another. Educators focus on effective
strategies to strengthen language instruction across
content areas, using tools proven effective for all
populations of learners.

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN

o How to explicitly teach oral language comprehension
through explicit instruction, gradual release, and
purposeful facilitation

o Strategies that build authentic academic dialogue,
especially for multilingual learners



